
Rainforests 

DRIVER 1: Exploring Opportunities  
(Visits and Visitors) 

Visitors in: Animal Man showing us a 
variety of insects and reptiles 
Open the Book team in weekly 
STFC working in Green on Thursdays 
Visits out: Safari Park to see 
examples of different animals and 
think about their habitats  
 

DRIVER 2: Outdoor Education 

Mile Challenge using our School 
Grounds. 
Habitat work on the top field. 
Use the school grounds to begin to 
develop map making skills. 
Collect materials for use in Art and 
D&T projects. 

DRIVER 3: Christian Values 

April—perseverance and keeping on 

going, developing determination 

May—courage—being brave and 

adventurous and trying out new things. 

DRIVER 4: Happiness and  
Well-being 

We will follow up our Peaceful 
People sessions from last term with 
a focus on circle time in class—
acknowledging feelings such as 
anger and worry and dealing with 
them positively. 

DRIVER 5: Our Place in the 
World 

The importance of conservation 
and the impact of environmental 
issues on us—our responsibility to 
act. 
Importance of fair trade  
 

Green Class 

Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 

Summer Term 1 

English Fiction: We will be looking at the work of Oliver Jeffers, a writer and illustrator and in particular, ‘Here we 

are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth’ and ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’.  We will be developing our inference skills 

and writing and illustrating our own picture books in a similar style.  Poetry: We will be reading and writing haikus. 

Non-fiction: The children will write formal and informal letters and be able to identify the similarities, differences 

and features of each.  We will be learning persuasive writing techniques and then write a persuasive letter on the 

topic of the deforestation of the world’s tropical rainforests. 

Geography   

Locating rainforests on globes and 

atlases, identifying and labelling the 

different strata of a rainforest, 

understanding what deforestation 

means and its impact on the habitat. 

Looking at the different uses of the 

rainforest, understanding the 

competing demands for land.  

Identifying plants and animals which 

are specific to the rainforest. 

(Last term had a history focus, this 

term has a geography/science focus) 

Science 

To identify and describe the functions 

of the different parts of flowering 

plants.  To investigate how water is 

transported.  To identify and name a 

variety of plants and animals that live 

in rainforests.  To describe how the 

rainforest habitat provides for the 

animals and plants that live there.  To 

understand the concept of a simple 

food chain.  To gather, present and 

record data in a variety of ways. 

Maths  Year 2: mental strategies for addition and subtraction; revision of column addition and subtraction 

methods; multiplying by 5s and 10s; division; picture graphs; fractions 

Year 3:  Multiplication of 2 digit and 3 digit numbers; division with remainders; applying multiplication and 
division when solving one and two step word problems; 

Year 4: Arithmetic, ÷ by a 1 digit number, tables and line graphs, fractions, understanding and drawing angles.  

Mental Maths: Making sure that Y2s know their number bonds to 10, 20 and 100; 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables.  For 
Y3s ensuring that they also know their 4 and 8 times tables and Y4s are confident with all times tables for weekly 
test on Fridays. 

RE 

Why is our world special and why 

should we look after it?  We will be 

looking at the Christian and Jewish 

Creation stories and considering how 

that impacts on attitudes to the 

environment now.  We will be 

considering the work of 

environmentalists. 

Music 

Mrs Alston (Shropshire Music 

Service) will be supporting the 

children in their reading of music 

and understanding of rhythm, as 

they continue recorder lessons. 

Art/DT 

The children will design and make a 

map of the world’s rainforests and a 

collage of a rainforest animal—only 

using renewable and recyclable 

natural materials. 

LEARNING, LISTENING, 
LIVING  

French  

Animals in French, describing them 

using colour and size.  What would 

we need to say if we visited a zoo in 

France? 
Computing 

The children continue their 

personalised touch typing 

programme, as well as using the Lego 

Education kits and Scratch jnr on the 

iPads to explore algorithms and 

simple programming. 

PSHE 

Stings & bites, difference between 

secrets and surprises, where does 

money come from, teeth, 

stereotypes, different cultures 

PE 

Athletics and developing our skills in 

throwing, catching, sprinting and 

jumping. 

Mile Challenge and preparation for 

the Shrewsbury Half Marathon 


